
PUBLIC EDUCATION

As a National Board Certified Teacher who has worked in low income public schools for
over 20 years, Ruth has been a long-time defender of public schools and believes that all public
schools should be fully funded so that all students have the opportunity to learn and thrive. She
will work with local schools to ensure they are community schools that support all students
through partnerships with local agencies and businesses just like the model continuation school
where she works in Reseda. If we spent ⅓ of what we spend on prisons in California on schools,
we could have free community college and vocational school tuition for at least 1 year for all
students and have an educated workforce with skills and innovation needed to move us forward
into the next century. Let's put our money where our values are and invest in the future of our
youth in our country by making sure that every student has access to fully funded public schools.

WORKERS RIGHTS

Ruth is a union leader as the chapter chair for United Teachers of Los Angeles at her
continuation school and believes that every worker has the right to living wages, health benefits
and the right to organize for representation at their workplace.  As a union member for 20 years,
she has been on the forefront of fighting for teachers’ rights, health benefits and full funding for
schools, especially low income Title 1 schools.  She has marched in countless demonstrations
including the historic 10 day Los Angeles teachers’ strike in 2019 where Los Angeles teachers,
parents and students marched in the rain to reduce classroom sizes, increase services for students
with special needs and provide support for immigrant students.

IMMIGRATION JUSTICE

Ruth believes that all families belong together. She and her children are activists who
have worked to defend California’s Family Values Act at local town halls and city council
meetings as well as at rallies in Ventura County and throughout Los Angeles. Ruth supports all
immigrants seeking refugee status from countries where human rights are not valued and
acknowledges that first generation immigrants  contribute greatly to the economy, start local
businesses and take advantage of opportunities such as the ones her parents were afforded. Ruth
understands the multi-generational trauma that can be inflicted by the immigration process and
supports a pathway to citizenship for the millions of immigrants who have attended our schools,



started businesses and paid millions of dollars in taxes in this country.She provides counseling,
support, and education for her students and local families to navigate the complex immigration
system, and has worked for the Catholic Legal Immigration Network and San Fernando
Neighborhood Legal Services providing Immigration Information Charlas (community talks).


